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1. Which of these new inventions 

- can carry out different tasks?
- helps to save energy?
- can provide information?
- allows people to see?
- represents a threat to some professionals?
- is designed to help people cope with loneliness?
- allows internet links?

2. Complete these sentences in any suitable way.

a.  interacts emotionally with its owner.
b. This new gadget can control  use.
c.  people a chance to regain partial eyesight.
d. Robot teachers are used  students.

Advantages Disadvantages

Idea: nervous
Example:  Students may feel less 
nervous talking to robots than to a 
real person. 

Idea: cheap

Idea: unfeeling machines
Example: Artificial teachers are 
unfeeling machines and can’t 
understand students’ emotions.

Idea: human interaction

3. �Text 4 is about a robot teacher. In pairs, make a list of the advantages 
and disadvantages of having a robot teacher. Here are some ideas and 
examples.

B. �Read this timeline about technological inventions. Then complete the 
sentences below using the passive voice. Follow the example. 

You will find some useful information about 
the passive voice in Grammar Box 1.

American scientists 
built the first large 

electronic computer.

George Devol 
designed the first 

programmable 
robot.

John McCarthy 
coined the term 

‘Artificial Intelligence’.

Scientists developed 
the first robots for 

industrial use.

Sony 
introduced the 

Walkman.

NASA used laptop 
computers on 

the space shuttle 
programme.

1946 1954 1956 1950s - 1060s 1979 1980s

Example: In 1946 the first large electronic computer was built by American scientists.

a. In 1954   George Devol.
b. The term ‘Artificial Intelligence’  John McCarthy in 1956.
c. The first robots for industrial use  and 1950s.
d. The Walkman  .
e.  NASA on the space shuttle programme in the early 1980s.

Don’t forget that you are not 
supposed to write in this space.

Copy the exercise into your 
notebook and do it there.
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A. �Listen to this opinion on the importance of technology. Complete the 
text with the missing information.

Ours is known as the age of                1 . New 
technologies have been a part of our daily lives for 
some time now. Everything around us has changed. 
The undeniable importance of technology in our 
everyday lives has inspired scientists to make 
                2  from time to time through their 
               3  for us to use, just to make our 
lives easier. Technology is used in all fields of life.  
Just consider your everyday routine and count 
all the technological                   4  and 
instruments you have used over the last week and 
you will realise the significance of technology. No 
doubt you have used                5 , watched 
TV, driven your cars, used computers and the 
internet. In fact, we have become dependent on 
technology for communication, transportation, 
               6 , entertainment and all of  
life’s necessities. 

B. Notice the following sentences from the text:

New technologies have been an essential part of our daily lives for 
some time now.
Everything around us has changed.
We have become dependent on technology…

The underlined verbs are in the Present Perfect tense. Find some more 
examples of this tense in the text.

1. �Why is the Present Perfect tense used in these sentences? Three of 
the following alternatives are correct.

a. To connect the past and the present.
b. To talk about something that happened in the past but is  relevant  now.
c. To express daily habits and routines.
d. To talk about something that started in the past and is still continuing now.
e. To refer to the time that something happened in the past.

2. �How is the Present Perfect formed? Look at the examples again to 
complete the following rule.

The Present Perfect tense is formed with the auxiliary verb            1  
in the Present Simple and the main verb in the              2  Participle.

You will find some more useful information 
about the Present Perfect in Grammar Box 2.

Focus on Listening
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B. Read the definition of a hammer:

A hammer is a tool made of wood and metal that is used to bang nails into wood.

the object its class materials what we use it for

Now match the definitions to some of the items on the previous page:

1. �This is a component of a car. It is made of rubber and metal. Most cars 
have four of them. They are designed to allow the car to move across 
the ground.

2. �This is an instrument made of plastic and metal that is used by nurses 
to inject vaccines.

3. �This is a device made of plastic and metal that we use to remove hair 
from our bodies.

4. �This is a metal tool used by farmers to break open the ground so they 
can plant crops. In the past they were pulled by animals but today they 
can also be powered by machines.

C. �When we give a  defining description of an object we do it this way:

Name of 
the object 

the class it 
belongs to

how it is different from other 
objects in the same class

Example: A tractor is a vehicle that is used by farmers to work with the soil

D. �In the table are the names of some objects and two possible classes.  
Choose the right class for each object.

Objects Class Objects Class

thermometer instrument 
machine

Windows 
Explorer

game 
internet browser

antenna vehicle 
component generator machine 

tool

freezer appliance
 tool i-pod music device

appliance

jeep device 
vehicle saw tool

instrument

E. �Complete the definitions with an explanation of how the object is 
different from other objects in the same class:

1. A bus is a vehicle that is used ...
2. A cooker is an appliance that my mother uses ...
3. A water pump is a machine that is used ...
4. A stethoscope is an instrument that a doctor uses ....

F. �Write your own definition of a technological object and then ask a 
colleague to guess what it is.
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A. �Twitter is a social networking service that allows you to send short 
written messages of up to 140 characters (including spaces and 
punctuation),  called “tweets”, to your friends, or “followers” to 
let them know what you are doing and thinking and to ask them 
questions. 

Here are some examples of tweets:

“Yesterday my mum made Ikan Pepes and we invited my aunt, uncle 
and two cousins to lunch. The food was great but I had to wash up 
afterwards!” (140 characters)

“Just been to see the East Timorese band Galaxy here in Sines, Portugal. 
Way cool!” (79 characters)

“Help! I can’t find my trainers! Have you got them?” (50 characters)

Now write some tweets of your own

B. �Questions! Answer these questions for yourself and then compare 
your answers with a colleague.

1. Would you ever post a video of yourself to YouTube?
2. Would you use your own name or a fake name if you wrote a tweet?
3. Would you pay to use a service like Twitter?
4. �Do you know anyone who has written something for the internet like 

a blog or web page?
5. Have you ever ‘Googled’ yourself online?

SECTION C

SOCIAL       
NETWORKING

Getting Started
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Don’t forget that you are not 
supposed to write in this space.

Copy the exercise into your 
notebook and do it there.

1. �Now complete this table with information from the text. Use your 
own words as far as possible. There are two examples.

SOCIAL NETWORKS

Arguments in favour Arguments against

We can be more in touch with our 
friends

Children may meet bad people on 
the internet

 

2. �Reread the third, fourth and fifth paragraphs. Ask questions for these 
short answers. 

Example: 
SixDegrees.com                               What is considered to be the first social 

networking site?

a) in 2002		     b) 17%		   c) 3.7 hours per month

B. �The text contains arguments both for and against social networking.
In a text of this type, the writer contrasts different ideas or sides of an 
argument.  Here is an example:

Some people think children should not use a computer before the age 
of 10 but others believe that the sooner they start the better.

In this example, the word ‘but’ is used to signal that there is a contrast 
of ideas. Reread the text on the previous page and find some more 
words or phrases that link contrasting ideas or opinions. 

C. �In exercise A.1. above you listed some contrasting ideas from the text. 
Now write some sentences using these ideas. Use linkers such as but, 
although, on the other hand, however...

Example: 
Social networking sites allow people to stay in touch with their friends. 
However, these sites also encourage people to spend more time online 
and less time interacting face-to-face.

You will find some useful information about 
linkers in Grammar Box 4.
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Extra practice 

Change the following sentences from the active to the passive. Use the words given.

1. Many companies are setting up websites.
Websites 

2. Translation experts have recently devised smart software.
Smart software  

3. Will the programmers translate the website into a number of languages?
Will the website

4. Computers provide on-line bilingual dictionaries.
On-line bilingual dictionaries 

5. Many people are buying Christmas presents on the internet.
Christmas presents 

6. Technology hasn’t affected my life.
My life 

7. The shop had already sold the laptop I wanted.
The laptop 

8. Did they steal the passwords?
Were 

Grammar Box 2 – Present Perfect Tense

Look at the examples:

The role of games in education has increased in recent years.
They have just developed a game called ‘Supercharged’.

The Present Perfect is used 

A. �To talk about something that started in the past and is still continuing now. Time expressions: for and since.

Example: I have had a digital camera for over a year.
I have worked as a computer consultant since 1997.

B. �To talk about something that happened in the past and is part of our experience. Time expressions: 
before, ever and never.

Example: Have you ever been to an internet café?
This mouse has never worked properly.
He hasn’t seen the programme before.

C. �To talk about something that happened in the past but the result is important now. Time expressions: 
recently, just, already and yet.

Example: He has already built a robot.
I haven’t tried this activity yet.
They have just opened a new internet café in Dili.
We have had a lot of hacker activity recently.



140 | Module 3 - Technology, Work and Consumer Habits

* have not = haven’t; has not = hasn’t

Extra practice 

Fill in the blanks with the Present Perfect of the verbs in brackets.

1. �Demand for new services  (inspire) scientists to improve cellular phones.
2. �Some gadgets  (help) to improve our quality of life.
3. �Technology  (not solve) the world’s problems.
4. �Technological advances  already  (transform) work habits.
5. �My sister  (become) addicted to video games.
6.  (they/decide) where to install the new computers?
7.�  (not/ yet/ receive) the new delivery of computer parts.

Grammar Box 3 –  Linkers of Contrast

Linkers are used to relate ideas in different parts of 
a sentence or text.

In a text that gives arguments for or against, the 
following words are used to give opposite, contrasting 
ideas:

Linker function Examples

contrast ideas, 
facts or opinions

but, although, though, 
however, yet, in spite of, 

while, despite, …

These linkers are used to link:
two opposite or positive and negative ideas 
I like ice-cream but I don’t like chocolate

a context and expectation and a surprise 
Although it was raining heavily, we went for a picnic

a rule and an exception 
Laptop computers are very versatile, though some 
of them are not very user-friendly.

a contrast or contradiction 
He has given millions to charity. However, he pays 
his workers badly.

two sides of an argument 
Children want to spend their time on the internet 
while parents want them to do their homework.

AFFIRMATIVE
I have

Past Participle
(eaten)

You have
He/She/It has

We have
You have

They have
NEGATIVE

I have not

Past Participle
(eaten)

You have not
He/She/It has not

We have not
You have not

They have not
INTERROGATIVE

Have I

Past Participle
(eaten) ?

Have you
Has he/she/it

Have we
Have you
Have they

AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE

Yes,

I have.
you have.

he/she/it has.
we have.
you have.
they have.

NEGATIVE RESPONSE

No,

I have not.
you have not.

he/she/it has not.
we have not.
you have not.
they have not.
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Extra practice 

Choose the most appropriate linker word to complete the following sentences. 

1. �Machines and computers are responsible for the dramatic changes at work.  (On the other 
hand | although | in spite of) they are also creating  new jobs.

2. �In the past people had careers that lasted a lifetime; (in spite of | on the one hand | however), 
technology is forcing them to change jobs these days. 

3. �They felt secure about their future.  (although | but | in spite of) this is no longer true.
4. �  (although| on the one hand | however) Facebook began in 2004 as a site for college students, 

by March 2009 one-third of its users worldwide were in the 35-49 age group.
5. �Social networks have become the most popular way of finding new friends  (although | on 

the one hand | while) dating agencies are getting fewer clients.

Grammar Box 4 –  Modal Verbs: must, mustn’t

Modal verbs are used to express our intentions / attitudes / interpretations. They help us express such ideas as 
probability, obligation, need, habit, permission, ability, etc. We looked at some modal verbs in unit 1.3. Here, we 
are building on what we already know.

Look at the examples:
You must choose a safe password when you go online = �here must expresses obligation 
You mustn’t give anyone your real name in a chat room = �here mustn’t  expresses prohibition 

The same modal verb can have a number of different meanings, for example:
 
Must is used to express:

obligation: �You must take a break every half an hour when you are on the computer.
certainty: �Your eyes must be tired after looking at the screen for so long.
prohibition (when in the negative): �You mustn’t leave your computer on overnight.

The grammar of these ‘helping’ verbs is different from other verbs: 

They are the same for all persons
They don’t have different tenses (there are no –s, -ing or –ed forms)
They are followed by a bare infinitive (infinitive without ‘to’)
Interrogative and negative forms are made without the auxiliary DO.


